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ECON 2J03 C01: Environmental Economics  
Winter 2020  

Instructor: M. Mazumder    Email: mazumm2@mcmaster.ca  

Office: KTH 406           Office Hours: Wednesday, 12:00 pm - 01:00 pm or by appointment  

Lecture: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 10:30 am - 11:20 am   

Venue:  LRW-B1007 (L.R. Wilson Hall Room#B1007)       

TA: Mariana Molina-J (molinajm@mcmaster.ca) and Sydney Rowe (rowes6@mcmaster.ca)  

     

(TA contact information and office hours will be posted on Avenue to Learn website) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This course emphasizes on key concepts and principles of environmental economics. A good 

understanding of first-year microeconomics course is required to understand the concepts and 

principles covered in this course.  

The course is divided into several sections:  

Introduction  

An outline of the fundamental issues and concepts of environmental economics will be 

explained in this section.  

Tools of Environmental Economic Analysis  

This section discusses the concepts such as willingness to pay, efficiency in markets, 

equity, social welfare, property rights, and externalities. Besides, we will investigate the 

causes of market failure.  

Environmental Policy Analysis  

We will analyze environmental public policy and evaluation of public policy issues 

including taxation, standards, tradeable permits and decentralized approaches to property 

rights.  

Cost-Benefit Analysis  

This section describes the cost-benefit analysis methodology and methods for determining 

the costs and benefits of environmental projects.  

COURSE MATERIALS AND TEXTS   

We will be using Avenue to Learn website http://avenue.mcmaster.ca for posting Course 

materials, announcements and midterm grades.  An updated presentation slides will be available 

to cover the learning objectives of this course. The slides will be posted on Avenue to Learn 

website. In case, there is an existence of errors, the edited slides will be reposted. 

  Field, Barry C. and Olewiler Nancy D., Environmental Economics 4th Canadian Edition. 

McGraw-Hill Ryerson. 0070893101 · 9780070893108 (I strongly recommend you get a 

copy of the textbook. https://www.mheducation.ca/environmental-economics-

9780070893108-can-group 
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COURSE EVALUATION – OVERVIEW  

1. Midterm#1 – Thursday, February 13, 2020, during class hour and location TBA (25%)  

2. Midterm#2 – Tuesday, March 19, 2020, during class hour and location TBA (25%)  

3. Online quizzes (10%), 

4. Participation, attendance, class activity, professionalism (5%) 

5. Final exam (date determined by registrar), 2 hours (35%)  

 

COURSE EVALUATION – DETAILS  

Ten (10) online quizzes/assignments are to be conducted using online learning platform like 

Avenue-to-Learn/Quizziz/Kahoot/Socrative. These quizzes are designed to help students 

enhance their learning, keep them up with the learning material, and accelerate learning at their 

own pace. Students are encouraged to work together on these on-line quizzes, either in person 

or by using the discussion board—but each student must, ultimately, answer the quiz questions 

individually. 

If multiple ‘attempts’ (usually two) are an option (depending on the options available on online 

platform, the HIGHEST score will be recorded for grading. 

After the quiz “closes” (no more submissions accepted), the answers, with instructor feedback, 

will be made available to be used as study aids. 

The ‘quiz’ score is computed as the average of the best 8 (eight) quiz marks; the lowest quiz mark 

is dropped, to allow for off-weeks, illness, or scheduling conflicts. 

The MSAF cannot be used to obtain relief for quiz marks, except exceptional circumstances with 

valid reason as the best 8 quiz marks will be considered for grading. 

The value of on-line quizzes comes not from the marks awarded for their completion, but from the 

learning that takes place as students work them. 

Any question that has appeared, with its associated explanation, on a quiz, will be judged as 

suitable for use in either of the midterm examinations or in the final examination. 

Participation, attendance, class activity, professionalism marks are awarded based on 

“attendance” and “performance” portion of the participation grade.  

The participation grade will be computed as the average of the best (‘N – 8)’ participation grades, 

where ‘N’ is the number of classes with participation. Eight “misses” are permitted to allow for 

missed classes, or phone/ wi-fi malfunction  

The MSAF cannot be used to obtain relief for participation marks, as the participation mark 

calculation automatically allows for short-term absences.  

 

The structure of Midterms and the final exam is based on multiple-choice questions (MCQs).  

Course presentation slides, concepts, and examples discussed during lectures, supplementary 

materials posted in Avenue to Learn or presented in class, assigned reading from the textbook, 

online quizzes and assignments are the sources for preparation for the exams.  A calculator will 

be required to write midterms and the final exam. Only a McMaster approved calculator is allowed 

in the midterms and the final exam. It is important to note that students are required to bring their 
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materials such as pen/pencil, eraser, sharpener, calculator, etc. when appearing the exams. 

Supplementary materials will not be available during exams.   

 

COURSE POLICIES  

Grades 

Grades will be based on the McMaster University grading scale: 

MARK GRADE 

90-100 A+ 
85-90 A 
80-84 A- 
77-79 B+ 
73-76 B 
70-72 B- 
67-69 C+ 
63-66 C 
60-62 C- 
57-59 D+ 
53-56 D 
50-52 D- 
0-49 F 

 

Attendance  

Attendance at lectures is encouraged and important as in-depth discussion on different topics of 

presentation slides will take place during lecture time. Scientific research showed that students 

who attend classes regularly get better evaluation than who do not.   

Absences, Missed Work, Illness (MSAF)  

The McMaster Student Absence Form (MSAF) is used to report absences DUE TO MINOR 

MEDICAL SITUATIONS that last up to 3 days and provides the ability to request accommodation 

for any missed academic work. Please note, this tool cannot be used during any final examination 

period.  

You may submit a maximum of 1 Academic Work Missed request per term. It is YOUR 

responsibility to follow up with your Instructor immediately (NORMALLY WITHIN TWO WORKING 

DAYS) regarding the nature of the accommodation.  

If you are absent for reasons other than medical reasons, for more than 3 days, or exceed 1 

request per term you MUST visit your Associate Dean's Office (Faculty Office). You may be 

required to provide supporting documentation.  

This form must be submitted during the period of absence or the following day, and is only valid 

for academic work missed during this period of absence.  

MSAF RELIEF WILL BE GRANTED FOR MIDTERM EXAMINATIONS ONLY.   
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UNIVERSITY POLICIES  

Academic Integrity Statement  

You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behavior in all aspects of the learning 

process. Academic credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic 

integrity.   

Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in 

unearned academic credit or advantage. This behavior can result in serious consequences, e.g. 

the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: 

“Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the 

university.  

It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on 

the various types of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy.   

The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty:  

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which credit has been 

obtained.   

2. Improper collaboration in group work.  

3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations.  

Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities  

Students who require academic accommodation must contact Student Accessibility Services 

(SAS) to make arrangements. Academic accommodations must be arranged before classes or 

academic work begins, and for each term of study. Student Accessibility Services can be 

contacted by Phone 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or e-mail sas@mcmaster.ca. For further 

information, consult McMaster University’s Policy for Academic Accommodation of Students with 

Disabilities.   

Academic Accommodation for Religious, Indigenous and Spiritual Observances  

Students who require academic accommodation due to an Observance must submit a RISO form 

to their Faculty office, electronically or in person, normally within ten working days from the 

beginning of each term in which they are anticipating a need for Accommodation. For further 

information, consult McMaster University’s Policy on Academic Accommodation for Religious, 

Indigenous and Spiritual Observances.   

Faculty of Social Sciences E-mail Communication Policy  

Effective September 1, 2010, it is the policy of the Faculty of Social Sciences that all e-mail 

communication sent from students to instructors (including TAs), and from students to staff, must 

originate from the student’s own McMaster University e-mail account. This policy protects the 

confidentiality and confirms the identity of the student. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure 

that communication is sent to the university from a McMaster account. If an instructor becomes 

aware that a communication has come from an alternate address, the instructor may not reply at 

his or her discretion. 

 

http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity
http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-StudentsWithDisabilities.pdf
https://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-Observances.pdf
https://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-Observances.pdf
https://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-Observances.pdf
https://www.mcmaster.ca/policy/Students-AcademicStudies/AcademicAccommodation-Observances.pdf
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Requests for Relief for Missed Academic Term Work 
McMaster Student Absence Form (MSAF) 

In the event of an absence for medical or other reasons, students should review and follow the 

Academic Regulation in the Undergraduate Calendar “Requests for Relief for Missed Academic 

Term Work”. 

Extreme Circumstances 

The University reserves the right to change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in 

extreme circumstances (e.g., severe weather, labour disruptions, etc.). Changes will be 

communicated through regular McMaster communication channels, such as McMaster Daily 

News, A2L and/or McMaster email. 

Course Modification  

The instructor and university reserve the right to modify elements of the course during the term. 

The university may change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in extreme 

circumstances. If either type of modification becomes necessary, reasonable notice and 

communication with the students will be given with an explanation and the opportunity to comment 

on changes. It is the responsibility of the student to check his/her McMaster email and course 

websites on a regular basis during the term and to note any changes.  

  


